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Us, Others, and the Othered
15-16 October 2026

The past is not a fixed reality waiting to be unearthed. It reaches us as a fragmented field of
knowledge, actively interpreted by archaeology to shape contemporary understandings of identity,
belonging, and difference.

Identity is fundamentally built upon drawing boundaries between “us” and “the othered.”
Archaeological data alone does not create these distinctions; human interpretation does. Concepts
like “culture” and “ethnicity” frequently act as instruments of differentiation, not just descriptive
tools. Crucially, this boundary-making is not exclusively modern. Historical societies also produced
their own "others" to define themselves, leaving profound traces of identity formation within material
culture. Yet, we often read these ancient distinctions through the lens of contemporary biases, making
archaeological knowledge a subject that requires critical debate.

This graduate symposium invites discussions on how archaeology is deeply intertwined with the
construction of identity and the mechanics of othering. We encourage theoretical and material-based
submissions that explore how past societies forged their identities, practices of boundary-making
across different historical periods, the ways modern research frameworks reshape historical
narratives, and readings of place, space, and landscape. Join us in bringing multiple, critical
narratives of the past to light.
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Biz, Otekiler ve Otekilestirilmisler
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Gecmis, gun yuziine cikarilmayi bekleyen sabit bir gerceklik degildir. Bize, cagdas kimlik, aidiyet ve
farkhhk kavrayiglarimizi sekillendirmek tGzere arkeoloji tarafindan aktif bir bicimde yorumlanan parcali
bir bilgi alani olarak ulasir.

Kimlik, temelde "biz" ve "otekilestirilenler" arasina sinirlar cizilmesi Uzerine inga edilir. Bu ayrimlar tek
basina arkeolojik veri yaratmaz; insan yorumu yaratir. "Kaltlr" ve "etnisite" gibi kavramlar, cogu zaman
yalnizca tanimlayici araglar olmak yerine, ayristirma enstrimanlari olarak iglev gorur. En dnemlisi, bu
sinir ¢cizme eylemi yalnizca modern doneme 6zgu degildir. Tarihsel toplumlar da kendilerini
tanimlarken kendi "o6tekilerini" Gretmis ve kimlik insasinin derin izlerini maddi kalttre birakmiglardir.
Ancak, bu kadim ayrimlari genellikle gliniimuziin 6nyargilarinin merceginden okumamiz, arkeolojik
bilgiyi elestirel bir tartismayi zorunlu kilan bir konu haline getirmektedir.

Bu lisansustli sempozyumu, arkeolojinin kimlik ingasi ve dtekilestirme mekanizmalariyla nasil
derinden ic ice gectigi Gzerine tartismalara ev sahipligi yapmayi amaclamaktadir. Gegcmis toplumlarin
kimliklerini nasil kurguladiklarini, farkli tarihsel donemlerdeki sinir ¢gizme pratiklerini, modern arastirma
cercevelerinin tarihsel anlatilari nasil yeniden sekillendirdigini ve yer, mekan ve peyzaj okumalarini
inceleyen teorik ve materyal odakli katkilari tesvik ediyoruz. Sizi, gecmisin ¢oklu ve elestirel anlatilarini
paylasmaya davet ediyoruz.
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